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DISCOVERING MY GIFTS AND MINISTRIES
Session 1
The Focus Of This Class
 
At Ruach Chayah Prophetic Institute we focuses on individuals doing ministry rather taking an institutional approach.
 
The Goals Of This Class
 
1.  Begin to discover your unique spiritual gifts
2.  Commit to start using your gifts in a ministry
 

 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT MINISTRY
 

What is Ministry?
 
1. Definition: (Greek “diakonos” = “to serve”)
 

2. Ministry is using whatever God has given me to serve him and the needs of others.
 

 We Minister in Three Directions (fill in the boxes based on the hint given)
 

To G_________  (see Acts 13:2a)
To be________  (see Hebrews 6:10)
To un________  (see I Peter 3:15-16)
 

 We Minister To Three Areas of Need (fill in the boxes)
 
1.  To people’s  phy          needs.
Jesus said,  I was hungry and you fed me . . . thirsty and you gave me a drink . . . needed clothes and you clothed me . . . sick and you cared for me . . . in prison and you visited me . . . Whenever you have done this to the least person, you did it to me. (Matthew 25:35-36, 40)
 
If, as my representative, you give even a cup of cold water to a little child, you will surely be rewarded.
(Matthew 10:42 - Living Bible)
 2.  To people’s  emo               needs.
. . . Warn the idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with all.
                                                      (1 Thessalonians 5:14 - Good News Bible)
  3. To people’s  sp__________   needs.
 
God reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”( Corinthians 5:18)
 
We proclaim Christ, counseling and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.  (Colossians 1:28, 29)
 
 

The Main Purpose of Ministry (fill in the boxes)
 

There are different kinds of service to God, but it is the same Lord we are serving.  The Holy Spirit displays God’s power through each of us as a means of helping the entire church.  All of you together are the one Body of Christ and each of you is a separate and necessary part of it.        (I Corinthians 12:5-6 – Living Bible)
 
God wants to use each of us to build up His                  .  
                                                    .
 

 Your Primary Identity (read the scriptures under each item and fill in the boxes)
 

1. I’ve been cr                for ministry!
 
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10)
 
2. I’ve been ch                 for ministry!
 
God in his grace, chose me even before I was born, and called me to serve him.       
                                                                        (Galatians 1:15 - Good News Bible)
 
It is He who saved us and chose us for his holy work, not because we deserved it but because that was his plan long before the world began.  (2 Timothy 1:9 - Living Bible)
 
 . . . You have been chosen by God himself – you are priests of the King . . . you are God’s very own – all this so that you may show to others how God called you out of darkness into his wonderful light!  Once you were less than nothing; now you are God’s own!   ( Peter 2:9-10 - Living Bible)
 

3.  I’ve been gi           for ministry!
 
God has given each of you some special abilities; be sure to use them to help each other, passing on to others God’s many kinds of blessing. (1 Peter 4:10 - Living Bible)
 
4. I’ve been au                         for ministry!
 
(Jesus said) All authority in heaven and earth has been given me.  Therefore, go and make disciples . . .
                                                                                                                                 (Matthew 28:18-19)
 
(Jesus said) Your attitude must be like my own, for I, the Messiah, did not come to be served, but to serve . . .     
                                                                                                                          (Matthew 20:28 - Living Bible)
 

Take heed to the ministry you’ve received from the Lord and fulfill it.”  (Colossians 4:17 - KJV)
 
 

5. I’m to be pr                    for ministry!
 
God gave . . . pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the Body of Christ may be built up.  (Ephesians 4:11-12)
 
6. The body of Christ ne              my ministry!
 
All of you together are the one body of Christ and each of you is a separate and necessary part of it.
(1 Corinthians 12:27 - Living Bible)
 
7. I am acc                       for my ministry!
 

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
                                                                   (Romans 14:12)
 
 
8. I will be re                  for my ministry!
 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.    (Colossians 3:23-24)
 
Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few things: I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your Master’s happiness!   (Matthew 25:23)
                                                                                               
 

 

 

DISCOVERING MY GIFTS AND MINISTRIES
Session 2
 
UNWRAPPING MY GIFTS
 
The Bible does not lock us into tight restrictions as to the number of spiritual gifts, or even their definitions.  The four major lists of gifts are found in Romans 12:3-8, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, 27-31, Ephesians 4:11-12, and 1 Peter 4:9-11 but there are other passages that mention or illustrate gifts not included in these lists.
 
All gifts are given to help the church fulfill its purposes.  So we’ve categorized this list of gifts according to Ruach Chayah Prophetic Institute’s Four Purposes. As you read through this list, check off your initial impression concerning yourself.  Remember you can have many gifts.
  

GIFTS THAT COMMUNICATE GOD’S WORD
(To both unbelievers and believers)
 
PROPHECY (“speak forth”)      (Acts 21:9-11; 1 Corinthians 14:3)
The special ability to receive and verbally communicate an immediate message of God to His people. The message may strengthen, encourage, exhort or comfort the hearer. Some say it mainly means preaching.
[image: image1.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image2.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image3.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
EVANGELISM   (Acts 8:4-8;  21:8)
The ability to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers in a positive, relevant manner.  The ability to sense opportunities to share Christ and lead people to respond with faith.
[image: image4.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image5.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image6.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
APOSTLE / MISSIONARY  (Acts 13:2-3; 14:14; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23)
The ability to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and help believers from that culture.
[image: image7.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image8.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image9.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 

APOSTLE / CHURCH PLANTER   (Romans 15:20)
The ability to start new churches and oversee their development.
[image: image10.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image11.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image12.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
GIFTS THAT EDUCATE GOD’S PEOPLE
 
TEACHING   (Ephesians 4:12-13;  Acts 18:24-26)
The ability to research, clearly explain and apply the truths of the Bible in a way that causes others to learn.  The ability to equip and train other believers for ministry.
[image: image13.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image14.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image15.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
 
ENCOURAGEMENT (“Exhortation”)       (Acts 11:22-23; 14:14, 22)
The ability to see clear steps of action so as to motivate God’s people to apply and act on Biblical principles, especially when they are discouraged or wavering in their faith.  The ability to bring out the best in others and challenge them to develop their potential.
[image: image16.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image17.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image18.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
WISDOM   (1 Corinthians 12:8; Acts 6:1-4)
The ability to understand God’s perspective on life situations and share those insights in a simple, understandable way.  The ability to explain what to do and how to do it.
[image: image19.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image20.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image21.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
DISCERNMENT     (I Corinthians 12:10; 1 John 4:1-3)
The ability to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error and to give an immediate evaluation based on God’s Word.  The ability to discern whether the source of an experience is Satan, self or God’s Spirit.
[image: image22.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image23.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image24.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
 
KNOWLEDGE   ( I Corinthians 12:8; Daniel 1:17)
The ability to discover, collect, analyze, and organize information that is vital to individual believers or the entire church family.  The ability to comprehend a large amount of information and provide it when needed for effective decision-making.  Also the ability to receive a specific insight from God for someone
[image: image25.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image26.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image27.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
FAITH    (Corinthians 12:9;  Romans 4:18-21)
The ability to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and purposes of God for His work. 
[image: image28.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image29.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image30.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 

 
GIFTS THAT DEMONSTRATE GOD’S LOVE
 
SERVICE   ( Romans 12:7; Acts 6:1-3; 9:39)
The ability to recognize unmet needs in the church family and take the initiative to provide practical assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for recognition.
[image: image31.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image32.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image33.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
HOSPITALITY   (1 Peter 4:9-10)
The ability to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted, and comfortable in the church family.  The ability to coordinate factors that promote fellowship.
[image: image34.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image35.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image36.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
MERCY  (Romans 12:8; Luke 10:30-37)
The ability to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering in the church family.  The ability to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those experiencing distress, crisis or pain.
[image: image37.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image38.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image39.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
PASTORING (“Shepherding”)     (1 Peter 5:2-4)
The ability to care for the spiritual needs of a group of believers and equip them for ministry.  The ability to nurture a small group in spiritual growth and assume responsibility for their welfare.
[image: image40.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image41.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image42.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 

LEADERSHIP    (Roman 12:8; 1 Timothy 5:17)
The ability to set goals in accordance with God’s purposes and to communicate those goals in such a way that others are motivated to work together harmoniously to accomplish those goals together.
[image: image43.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image44.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image45.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 

GIVING   ( Romans 12:8; Acts 4:34-36)
The ability to generously contribute material resources and/or money beyond the 10% tithe so that the Body may grow and be strengthened.  The ability to earn and manage money so it may be given to support the ministry to others.
[image: image46.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image47.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image48.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
 
GIFTS THAT CELEBRATE GOD’S PRESENCE
(Worship or prayer-related gifts)
 
MUSIC (may include prophecy)    (I Chronicles 25:1; Psalm 150)
The ability to celebrate God’s presence through music, either vocal or instrumental, and to lead the church family in worship.
[image: image49.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image50.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image51.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
ARTS & CRAFTS   (Exodus 31:3-11)
The ability to build, maintain or beautify the place of worship for God’s glory.  The ability to express worship through a variety of art forms.
[image: image52.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image53.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image54.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
 
FOUR PRAYER-RELATED GIFTS
 
INTERCESSION   (Colossians 4:12)
The ability to pray for the needs of others in the church family over extended periods of time on a regular basis.  The ability to persist in prayer and not be discouraged until the answer arrives.
[image: image55.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image56.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image57.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
    
HEALING   (I Corinthians 12:9; James 5:14-16)
The ability to pray in faith specifically for people who need physical, emotional or spiritual healing and see God’s answer.  The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer.
[image: image58.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image59.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image60.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
MIRACLES  ( I Corinthians 12:10; Mark 11:23-24)
The ability to pray in faith specifically for God’s supernatural intervention in an impossible situation and see God’s answer.  The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer.
[image: image61.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image62.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image63.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
PRAYING WITH MY SPIRIT    (1 Corinthians 14:13-15)
(“Tongues/Interpretation”)
The ability to pray in a language understood only by God or one who is given the gift of interpretation at that time.
[image: image64.wmf]I’m pretty sure I have this gift.
[image: image65.wmf]I may have this gift.
[image: image66.wmf]I don’t think I have this one.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                               
 

 

                  
 

DISCOVERING MY GIFTS AND MINISTRIES
Session 3
 
TEN TRUTHS ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS
 
1.   Only __________________have spiritual gifts.
                                                                  (1 Corinthians 2:14)
2.   Every Christian has at least _______________gift. 
                                                                  (1 Corinthians 7:7)
3.   No one receives _________________the gifts.
                                                           (1 Corinthians 12:27-30)
4.   No single gift is given to _____________________
                                                          (1 Corinthians 12:29-30)
5.   You can’t ___________________a spiritual gift.
                                                                        (Ephesians 4:7)
6.   The ______________________decides what gifts I get.
                                                                  (1 Corinthians 12:11)
7.   The gifts I am given are ______________________.
                                                                         (Romans 11:29)
8.   I am to ______________________the gifts God gives to me.
                                                                         (1 Timothy 4:14)
9.   It’s a sin to ___________________the gifts God gave me.
                                   (1 Corinthians 4:1-2; Matthew 25:14-30)
10. Using my gifts _____________God and __________me. (John 15:8)
 
 

THE PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS
 
 
Not For My Benefit, But __________________
 
Each one of you, as a good manager of God’s different gifts, must use them for the good of others, the spiritual gift he has received from God.     Peter 4:10 (GN)
 
The Holy Spirit displays God’s power through each of us as a means of helping the entire church. 
                                                       1 Corinthians 12:7 (LB)
 
To  Produce ________________And _________________
 
 
In Our Church Family.
 
It was He who “gave gifts to men” . . . to build up the Body of Christ so we shall all come together to that oneness in our faith . . . and become mature . . . Then we shall no longer be children carried by the waves and blown about by every shifting wind . . .                                           Ephesians 4:11, 13-14 (GN)
 
 
CAUTIONS ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS
 
1.     Don’t confuse gifts with ________________.
2.     Don’t confuse gifts with the _____________  (Galatians 5:22-23)

· “Fruit” shows my Maturity 

·  “Gifts” show my Ministry 

3.     Don’t confuse gifts with Christian _________________
Be aware of the “gift projection” tendency. (Expecting others to serve the way you do and have similar results.)
4.     Don’t feel my gift makes me _____________to others.  (1 Corinthians 12:21)
   
5.     Realize that using my gifts without ________________is worthless!
 
I may be able to speak the languages of men and even of angels . . . I may have the gift of inspired preaching . . . I may have all knowledge . . . and all the faith to move mountains . . . but if I have not love, I am nothing . . . it does no good.          1 Corinthians 12:1-3 (GN)
 
6.   Recognize that I have both a Primary and a Secondary ministry in my church:
 
· My PRIMARY MINISTRY commitment should be in the area where I am _________________
  

· My SECONDARY MINISTRY includes serving in any other area of the Body where I am __________________. 

 
For our people should not have unproductive lives.  They must learn to do good by helping others who have urgent needs.   Titus 3:14
 
  
MINISTRY INVOLVEMENT HELPS US KNOW OUR GIFTS
 
1. Three ways God wants you to use your gifts.
 
        Through an ______________________
 
        Through ________________________
 
        Through ________________________
 
 
2. It’s easier to discover your gift through _________________than to discover your
      ministry through your __________________
 

 
HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR MINISTRY
(Romans 12:1-8)
Step 1:
Dedicate ___________________________                             
“I urge you . . .  to offer yourselves as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God which is your spiritual worship.”    (vs. 1)
 
Step 2:
Eliminate __________________________
 
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” (vs.2)
 
Step 3:
Evaluate __________________________
 
“Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, but try to have a sane estimate of your capabilities by the light of the faith God has given to you.”    (vs. 3 Phillips)
 
Step 4:
Cooperate ____________________________
“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one Body, and each member belongs to all the others.” (vs. 4-5)
 
 “Each of us is a part of the one Body of Christ . . . the eye can never say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you.’  The head cannot say to the feet, ‘I don’t need you.’  And some of the parts that seem weakest and least important are really the most necessary! . . . So God put the body together in such a way that extra honor and care are given to those parts what might otherwise seem less important.”             (1 Corinthians 12:13, 21-22, 24b - Living Bible)
 
Step 5:
Activate __________________________________________
 
“We have different gifts, according to the grace God has given us . . . prophesy . . . serving . . . teaching . . . encouraging . . . contributing . . . leadership . . . showing mercy .  (Romans 12:6-8)
 
                                                                                              
Provide your name and email to receive proper credit for completing this survey.
 

 

Name ___________________________________

Email (if available) __________________________
 

IMPORTANT POINTS ABOUT


THE GIFT OF TONGUES


It is not a part of our public services because:


1.    It is more for personal edification, than for the whole church.


      (1 Corinthians 14:4)


2.   Our unique approach at Ruach Chayah Prophetic Institute is to focus on building up others more than ourselves.	


     (1 Corinthians 14:9 & 12)


3.   It confuses unbelievers in the service 	


     (1 Corinthians 14:23)


4.   It is one of many spiritual gifts and not everyone has this gift. 


               (1 Corinthians 12:7-11)�
�
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